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WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHY

NEXT REGI.]LAR MEETING OF PSPCS

DES MOINES MASONIC TEMPLE2208 S.223rd St. (Take Midway exit #i49 west off
I-5 . . . go to first stop light west of Pacific Hwy. South . . . Turn right.)

Thursday, April 17th 7:00 p.m. tilf 10:00 p.m. (doors open about 6:@ p.m")

Ashort business meeting,.Auction (one item lot per member please)..Dmr prize..Show &
Tell.^Members'trade-selltables (freee to membdrs, flease igi'rore during business meetrrg.)
If*og,fanE A review of our SlpulExm[erce.ltgekcnd and the showing-bf the Show treasures
you gathered..arrcllortales of how wellyou did selling your "apples" so you could br.ly "oranges."

;

To all the memhrs who were unable to take part in our three day Qho'try"Expertgncelfiee@nd.
you missed a fun three days. lt began on ihursday evening at our special $bguE$pedence
llleekend meeting wfrere guest speaker MsuI"U-AftJgL€s- president of the EklJwr:aphjc
MEMAnd, gave a most entertaining talk and slide show on her
collecting interest of toy and novelty cameras; to a good size crowd of members and their
guests. Wth nummies provided by Spn a good, fun, interesting time was had by all in
attendance.

On friday your hard workins Show Committee, composed of: EiLAd"qme, Haruld Eeyea, Mgd,e_
pg!-gl, E!ug{-qgly,@, wdlelLlushqqD, l4jkeJm ryEl, Esb .Ketly, B*!ll
Ku&r, Stan Kiilili, Gffi&tz, Qav-t-d:-F qtlqm, Qary Silresgen, Sntflgy...tilF[!"9ry- and
Darrel W.pm.agk prepared the hall for our friday evenlng set-upland seller wheeling and
deaiing.,.followed at 8:30 p.m. by otrr hosted hospitatity gatl'enng where tales of the iunt are
told and friendships are made or renewed as delicious food and drink are eonsumeciwitn
deasurer. Everyone seemed Seased and the wine flowed iike..wel[, wirc. Burp!!

Saturday mw our totai number of tables in use grow to abod 150 and by 4 p.m., as the Show
closed, about five hundred eager buyers had found photograaphic items they could not live
withor.it. The number of our dispiay taoles was down a bit over past years but the quality of the
displays was great. A list of the winners will be in next monthe Fdhws'. The weather..at our
new Show date on the first weekend in April..was not great, btt it was not horrible either. One
book was reponed stolen but in generalthe Show seemed free of the, -'getting somefring for
nothing foiks." Aii our voiunteer ticket takers and Hospttality Gathering hosts did a very tine job
but Ms. l{aggiwas best of the best on the door. Drueftegeher was "Johnny on the spot"
and may wellbe college materid.

The vast mapriff of tte sellers talked too seemed pleased and requested that E.S.E.C.S. hdd
another Sl'pw in 2Wg. The chances are very good that the Show Committee willdecide to do
SO' 
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Thls Month's Mystery guestlon, Aaswers at end of Newaletter.

With thanks to the Westetn Phptosra$ic Historical SoclpU

What company in Japan made only three subminiature cameras andtfrey were introduced in
1948? Hint Two of the cameras vrtere named after a part of a flowEr.



* * * BACKSIDE INFORMATION *,* *

The March 20th meetirq of the Ffeet $qr.qd PhgtosraDttic QgflejtqG Sqd4 came to order at
7:00 p.m, There were {3 rnem@ce. fhe minr:tes fnom the Fcbnnry
21st ineting urere approvd as read.The- Treasurer reported that we may have to dtp into our
CD by th beginnirq of 2009.

:

There was no old business. Show Cfrdrman, BillXjUEA reported al!was goirg accordirE to
planwththe$howCommitteehardatwork;but-thatMikelmmelcculduse-severalmoreticket
laliers. Mite passed arcxrnd a sign up sheet, Dand reported tht aromd 85 taHes had been
sold or sffieir br but that he expectd trat number to grow in the coming days. (See page
one. Ed.)

NEITEU$LNE$$:

O.rr speciat Sfrow FxEenence W=eekgql meetiryg wilf be on the errenirg olnn!! QrO- Tlrere will
be rp-EeUorjr_s_ to remililmemUers of ttris speoial meeting. Our next regular Club meeting will
be held sn Ap'ril 17th.

It was reported that the Tucson Show had 55 tables and approximately 175 fuyers thrcn$h the
&or.

$HOW_& IEg-= $ix members brouglrt rment nice firrds to sfnre with the membership.
Thanks to you all.

PLQQBAM;

Four rnembers bror4ht their favorite toy o rxcvelty photographic item to share. All were very
interesting and very nice examples of ffris area of cdlectirg. Agan, thanks to you all.

AUAIION AND_MB.EBIZE:

Four hems were up for auction. Two received no opning trids. The other two sold for a total of
$40.00.

The foor prize was won by LowBllHimg'

Meeting adlourred at 8:22 p.m. for more setting csrversatims and nummie munchirq.
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Tte fdbwirU is from the lYestem Ptptrographic HistoticqlSociety. Ed.

Joseph Mihalyi, Camera Designer
or Not All My ldeas Are Good Ones
by Michael Henry

My friend Ryan Mihalyi was telling me about
finding information on Joseph Mihalyi who, as
it turns out, was a designer for Eastman Kodak
in the 1930's. With a name as unique as Mihalyi
(pronounced Ma-haul-ee) and an exact spelling Ryan
became interested in Joseph's story.

Joseph Mihalyi came to the U. S. from Hungary
in 1907 and was hired by Kodak in 1923 as an
apparatus designer. Mihalyi's inventive mind
contributed ergonomic design ideas for the Kodak
Bantam Special, Super 620, Ektra, and Medalist.
His interest in rangetinders includedthe designs of
two free-standing models for Kodak, the excellent
rangefinders in the Ektra, Super 620,Bantam Special,
and Medalist. He was responsible for the 828 film
format, an improved use of 35mm film stock.
A couple of notable contemporaries were Rudolf
Kingslake and Walter Dorwin Teague.

With Christmas approaching, I had the great
idea to locate and buy an Ektra as a unique "thank
you" gift for Ryan lvho occasionally works as my
assistant. In my search I found this interesting piece
of info:

"The Ektra was a very advanced 35mm
rangefinder camero launched by Kodak USA in
1941. Before World War II, Kodak presented some
really advanced cameras under the supervision of
Joe Mihalyi, among which the Medalist, Super Six
20, antl Bantam Special.

The Ektra was a 35mm eaupJed rangefinder
camera. Tlze shutter was of the Jbcal plane type,

from Is to I/1000, with horizontally traveling cloth
cwrtains. The Ektra had a system of interchangeable

One of Joseph Mihalyi's many patents

magazine backs, allotving to change film in the
middle af a roll. The advance lever was at the left
of the magazine back, and needed two strokes. The
release button was at the left of the top plate. It is
said that Mihalyi was left-handed, so all the camera
was designed to be used by a left-handed person.
The viewfindet incorpofdted a zoom devic/, from 50
to 254ntm. Only the 35mm lens needed an external

lens to be put in front of the finder. The Ektra had
interchangeable lenses with a breech lock mount
engaging a fine screw thread. All the lenses were
named Ektar-"

OK, this is all interesting stuff but I need to find
one for sale and I'm getting nowhere fast so I decided
to e-mail Rick Soloway and at least find out what
McKeown's had to say about the Ektra. A quick check
revealed a price of (gulp) $1000 to $1500. yikesl

I guess when you're talking about gifts, it's the
thought that counts and in this case all I could do was
think aboutit. I've learned a lot about Joseph Mihalyi
and the Kodak Ektra but I still don't have a gift. Hey,
not all of my ideas are good ones. 

A.
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WANTED: DRY MOUNT PRESS:

Non-member Ms. Betty Sapp Ragan, from Tacoma who does photography and mixed media
is looking for a26 by 36 inch dry mount press, lf yur have orp for sale deise contact trer in
one of the fdlowirq vvays; Her address..3801 North 33rd Street..Tacoma, WA 98407..Her
Phme..e$) 75S5706..her e-mail..esappragan@ydno.com Tfrank yorJ. Ed.

'

$ttitbv tells me that she fns some Glub Show hlttons from past Shows to sell at a dollar each.
lf any of yq.r wcnid like to fill ot,rt yu.rr collection or you would like to have some as a
remembrance of sir $hows and P.S.Ce,S..and help our Club treasury...see Shirlev at cxlr
April 17th meeting or contact her at home. Tlre years she &es NOT have hrttoflsT& are:
1998..S..2000 ard Zms.

4 ypry knowle$eable photo.enthusiast, he.was.atranys wilfing to tnlp with research topics andad fellow qlo.tographers and cdlectors. Mike also dfoundefr tre ;Grafl;i HEtd" euarreav.,,wYlvr lv l lP| lvtr4,rq+.d,gtE}CUruUulEt, tvIU.ul ! t rEi | |soGo-IotJINI@$l€' .W,. .

now in its 13th year. In addition, he contribr.rted articles to other puOiiElE6is-

Mike is survived by his wife Cam and numerous children ard grrandchildren. A memorialservice is schedd6d at Holy Fimilv Ca*rotiC Cfiui:h 
'B-Slih 

{ikn"pe, porttard, Oregon on April?2dat11a.m.

Photo by John Welch. Taken witr
Graflex RBB ard Busch Podrait
Aplanat in 2S3.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

What company
in Japan made
only three

subminiature cameras and
they were introduced in _
1,948?
Hint: Two of the cameras
are named after a part of a
flower.

Answer: The Sakura Seiki
Company made the Petal subminiature camera in two
models, a round and an octagonal design. According
to McKeown's, another octagonal camera is a variant
of the Petal but called the Evarax A with a floral
design on the front. The round model is considered
to be the most common but it is still quite pricey.
One recently went for $500 on eBay. 4.
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